Stories of Belonging:
The One-Drop Rule
In the early 20th century, the United States established ‘the one-
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drop rule’; a social and legal principle of racial classification. The
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rule implied that each person with an ancestor of African descent
– only one grand-grand-grandparent would suffice – would be
considered ‘black’ by the US government.

‘‘I was embraced by
African-Americans as if
I were their lost daughter.’’

are also examining social
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How this one-drop rule still shapes social dynamics in the streets of
America, I experienced during my stay in the racially segregated city of
St. Louis, Missouri. Being a woman of mixed race, I had never
considered myself ‘black’, because of my white mother, my light
complexion, my freckles and long curls. However, in St. Louis, I was
embWraced by African-Americans as if I were their lost daughter.
Every day, black people would stop for me, give me hugs, touch my
hair and make me compliments for being such a beautiful black
sister. It made me feel proud and sad at the same time.
While, in the Netherlands, people would act surprised if I told them I
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am a descendant of African enslaved people, in St. Louis all my doubts
about my racial identity vanished. I was no longer ‘mixed’; I was black.
But at the same time, I felt ashamed for being embraced by
African-Americans as such. I very well realized I have the privilege to
pass for white, while many of the black people who made me feel at
home in St. Louis, did not.
Thanks to my one drop of African blood, I was able to enjoy the best
of both worlds in the United States. For the ‘real’ black people in the
streets of St. Louis, however, their drops of African blood continue to
capture them in an ongoing disadvantaged position. Although most of
them have more than one drop of European blood, apparently it does
not count in changing their situation.
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The notion of belonging has become increasingly important in po-
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angels, we hope to address some troubling social and political
developments. The discussion on belonging is much needed to seek
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The urgency for a discussion on this topic lies in the marginalization
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• Three guests of the NIAS Director kick off their Theme Group 2021/22.
Refuge and Belonging
Wednesday 9 June, 13.00 - 14.25h CEST
With: Naluwembe Binaisa, Paolo Boccagni, Bernike Pasveer, and Jan Willem Duyvendak as discussant.
• Celebrating the work of anthropologist Peter Geschiere during a double panel session.
Belonging, Mobility and Exclusion: Comparative Perspectives from Africa and Europe - Part I
Wednesday 9 June, 14.30 - 15.55h CEST
Belonging, Mobility and Exclusion: Comparative Perspectives from Africa and Europe - Part II
Wednesday 9 June, 16.00 - 17.25h CEST
Christiana Marchi, Arts, Culture and Belongingness
Wednesday 9 June, 16.00 - 17.25h CEST

studying Belonging. With this working conference, we want to make a
start in this field of research from a social science, humanities and arts
perspective.
		Jan Willem Duyvendak
		
Professor of Sociology and Director of NIAS

• In her keynote, Gloria Wekker draws upon real-life moments to illustrate and analyse moments when she felt like she belonged, and distinctly felt that she did not.
			When a Country does not Love you Back

			Wednesday 9 June, 19.30 - 21.00h CEST
Check the full Programme & Community Map here.
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